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John McCarthy (1927-2011)

John McCarthy introduced the term “artificial intelligence” to identify his principal
interest and created the LISP programming language to help develop that field.
He also initiated the mathematical theory of computation and the development of
computer timesharing, which turned out to be a necessary precursor of the
internet.

John McCarthy was born September 4, 1927 in Boston, Massachusetts to
immigrant parents. His father, John Patrick McCarthy, was an Irish Catholic who
became a labor organizer and later the Business Manager of the Daily Worker, a
national newspaper owned by the Communist Party USA. His mother, Ida Glatt,
was a Lithuanian Jewish immigrant who worked for a wire service, was then a
labor organizer and also worked for the Daily Worker and finally as a social
worker.
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publication. This was a scientist’s scientist, maintaining a true
sense of curiosity and wonder to the last.
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